
Unlocking the SpectraMax Paradigm Instrument
When the SpectraMax® Paradigm® Multi-Mode Detection Platform is first 
installed, the hardware transport locks need to be removed. As an additional 
safety precaution, internal locks controlled by the software prevent the 
drawers from opening until the instrument is detected and initialized by the 
controlling software.

To unlock the drawers and initialize the instrument:
1. Make sure that the hardware transport locks have been removed. See 

the SpectraMax Paradigm Instrument unpacking guide or user guide.

CAUTION! The instrument can be damaged if all the transport locks are not 
removed before unlocking the drawers and initializing the instrument.

2. Make sure that all drawers have been pushed back into the instrument, 
the front panel has been replaced, and the microplate door is closed.

3. Make sure that the instrument is connected to the host computer and 
to a power source, and that the SoftMax Pro Software has been 
installed on the host computer. See the SpectraMax Paradigm 
Instrument unpacking guide or user guide.

4. Turn on the power switch on the back of the instrument.
If the Standby button on the front lower-right corner of the instrument 
is illuminated, press the button to take the instrument out of standby 
mode.
The LEDs on the status panel flash and turn off, and then the amber 
LED turns on indicating that the instrument drawers are locked.

5. Start the SoftMax Pro Software as described in the SoftMax Pro 
Software User Guide. 
The amber LED on the status panel turns off and the green LED turns 
on, indicating a successful connection between the instrument and the 
software.

6. After successfully connecting to the instrument, the Instrument 
Unlocking Procedure wizard appears.
If the Instrument Unlocking Procedure wizard does not appear, then use 
the Instrument Connection dialog to select and connect to the 
instrument as described in the SoftMax Pro Software User Guide.

7. Follow the on-screen instructions in the Instrument Unlocking Procedure 
wizard to unlock the drawers and initialize the instrument.

After completing the Instrument Unlocking Procedure wizard, the instrument 
performs an initialization procedure that moves the optics and microplate 
drawers to home positions. The green LED on the status panel turns on, the 
amber LED flashes and turns off, and then the green LED remains on.

Note: Do not install detection cartridges until after you have completed the 
following instructions to unlock the drawers and initialize the instrument.

Note: If the instrument does not appear in the Available Instruments 
list of the Instrument Connection dialog, then click Refresh above the 
list.
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